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become Readers thercof, it is moſt reſpectfully 


inſcribed, 5 5 1 
By their obedient humble Servant, 
CHARLES DICKENS. 


Vellem in amicitia Nos erraremus 
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To the Public. 


2 7 HE want of a good Memory, a diſtin- 
T %; guiſhing Faculty, and a right Underſtanding 
LSE in the greateſt Part of Mankind together 
with a Proneneſs to Evil, and to Evil-Speaking, ha- 
ving occaſioned more than a Rumour untoward, 
untrue, and unchriſtian- like to be ſpread, and 
to have reached mine Ears — That, in my 
late Oration, (as ſome are pleaſed to call it,) 
I uſed hard and bitter Words, unhandſome 
Cenſures, and cutting Reflections —1I os again 
called forth to put in my Reply ; which I 
the more readily do, and ſhall do, by de- 
claring bona fide, that the only fair Apology 
1 have to make for troubling the Public with 
an Affair of this Nature, unmeriting their 
Attention and Conſideration, is the above evil 
ORs And if they will be pleaſed to allow 
of it, to accept it, and ſhall deign pati- 
= and candidly to peruſe the following 
provoked Narration, I have not a Doubt, not a 
Shadow of one — quin me autorem excuſatum 
habebunt, et miſſum facient. | 
1 Gi 


To the Reader. 
* E Triumvirate, who were pleaſed to 

lend an attentive Ear to the following 
Narrative, were yet perſwaded, prevailed upon, 
and obliged by the irrefragable, the invincible 
Force of Argument, and Caſes cited by Trebo- 
nius and his Colleague Philippus, the two 
Great Law-Advocates for the Appellants againſt 
the Rate, made by William Foot, Overſeer of 
H. (notwithſtanding Trebonius unluckily 
fell by producing a wrong Caſe) to order, and 
recommend it to the Partics to return to their 


55 | Pariſh to meet together, and amicably make 


another Rate—not an oppreſſive One, not an 


unjuſt One, nor yet a rigorous One. 
N. B. It is ſaid, that One Perſon ling 


the Tythes of a Pariſh—He mall be charged 
wo the P. R. Bat if Ten or more hire them, 
if they hire but their own, it is another Caſe, 
it is not ſo, it is quite otherwiſe. 

This, however diſſonant to common Under- 
ſtanding and plain Reaſon, was not unnoticed. . 
to the Reader in the ſhort Account of the 

Ori- 
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Origin of Overſeers lately publiſhed; and was 
One, but not the only Motive for the two Pro- 
poſals made by the Rector to his Pariſhioners, 
the ſeveral Hirers of their own Corn-Tythes. 

Isgnorantia Juris nocet - non Facti. 

It is hoped the learned Reader will not be 
offended, nor the Engliſh One difpleaſed, at 
finding a Tranſlation of moſt of the latin Sen- 
tences and Citations in the following Narrative. 
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Worruy Sins, 

De HE | foundation of all Laws, whether 
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ones; (Jura Gentium,) national ones; 
or (Jura Civilia,) political ones — 
is Honeſty, Equity, Juſtice ; — (Honeſte vivere, 


alterum non lædere, ſuum cuiq: tribuere : ) fo far 
my knowledge, as a Doctor of Laws, extends — 
but the Tricks, the Quirks, the Chicanery of 
them, I leave to thoſe Gentlemen Practitioners 


( de MINOY1 forma, ) the Petty-foggers, who too 
commonly 1 have heard, avail themſelves of 


them ( prater Spem omnem, Veritatem, Acquitatem — 


And however diſagreeable and uneaſy it is 


to me, after a long and quiet reſidence among 


my Pariſhioners, whoſe Advocate I have been 


before God and Man almoſt thirty Years, 
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they be (Jura naturalia,) natural 
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(2) 


be at length ( thro' the Miſapprehenſion of 


ſome of them) called thus Publickly into 
open Court — to be obliged to vindicate my 


Character as a Member of Society, my Hu- 
manity as a Man, and my Compaſſion as a 


Chriſtian.— — ” 
Yet, conſcious of no flagrant Guilt i in me, 


not intentionally doing hurt to. any One, 


poſſeſſed I truſt, of the Mens conſcia Recti 


Ca right Spirit in all things] relying and 


confiding on your favour, on the uprightneſs 
of the Bench, and on the candour of. this 


Audience — Ego vero ac lubens, not terrified or 


diſmayed at what Trebonius pro Mercede jam 
dixit — | hath juſt ſpoken for Hire ] - tho' the 
ableſt Advocate, in rebus arduis, [ where the ſhip 


'1s linking | could have ſaid no more— I 
cheerfully and willingly with your Leave, 


proceed to lay my Caſe before You: — 
ſubmitting the Determination of it to your 


Worſhips. 
Be pleaſed then to be told, wn dur this 


all People, that when 1 loſt my Father, (by 


the 
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che Favour of the late Sir john Bernard) 
1 became his Succeſſor in the Living of 
Hemingford Abbots, the very Pariſh which 
giveth You and me all this Trouble— where, 
| Montes jam parturiunt, et fortaſſe na oſcetur Mus 
ridiculus — | the Hills row cry out, in labour 
of the moſt pigmy production.] * - 

Pardon this, and I proceed further to in- 
form You that, when I came among them 
in Capacity of their Miniſter, I enquired 
into Things I had not before thought of, 
(though born among them) the Pariſn Ac- 
counts — by which I then learnt that their 
uſual Method of charging -Perſons to the 
Poor-Rate had been, and then was, much 
the ſame as to the Land-Tax I believe, in 
moſt other Places. 

In proceſs of Time, in a very few Years 
after I became Rector — at a Meeting of the 
Pariſh in Eaſter Week, where I was One at 
it, it was propoſed by Somebody and agreed 

5 . Ht 
— A ſew Shillings ſaved to the Appellants at the expence 
probably, of more Puunds, —— magis illa juvant que pluris emuntur. 
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to by all 1 to alter this long en 
Mode of Taxation to the Poor-Rate, and 
inſtead thereof, to charge every Perſon to the 
Rack-Rent; the Hirers as they paid their 
Landlords, and other Poſſeſſors W Ang to 
their laſt known Rents. 

Upon this 1 left the Company for a few 
Minutes, ſtept Home, and returned again with 
an Agreement in my Hands between my 
Father and a Mr. Beaumont Grandfather to 
One of the Three Complainers againſt me 
whereby it appeared that Mr. Beaumont had 
covenanted and agreed with my Father, at 
his firſt coming among them, to pay Him 
annually Seventy Pounds for a Moiety, or Half 
of the Dues ariſing out of his Rectory, 
during the Term of Three Years: This I 
produced, and offered in a double Ratio to the 
Company, who accepted. it, and allowed it to 
be the laſt known Rent. 

Being yet deſirous to ſhew a „ an 
eagerneſs in putting my Hand to the plough 
of ance ans * ad captandum alias, 
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(3) 
[ ts prevail with others] — I deſired further to 
be' laid Eight Pounds for my Houſe, Garden, 
and Church-yard — by Eſtimation barely two 
Acres; nor have I once ſince looked back, 
or ever wiſhed to quit my Hold. 
Laſt Year indeed, — defeſſus amlulando, equi. 
ab diluculoque citus ſingendo — Ltired with 
Walking, riding, and early rifing] — and e 
deſirous, deponere laborem ferent, metiendi, et 
colligendi in Horrea — [to quit the fatigue bo 
lowing, mowing, and carrying ] - — I propoſed 
publickly to my Pariſhioners at our annual 
Meeting in Eaſter Week, to let all my Corn- 
Tythes to any One Perſon who ſhould be 
pleaſed to take them during my natural Life, 
or ſo long as J had the Power of diſpoſing of 
them, at Two Shillings and Six-pence per Acre— 
or, to each Occupier his own, at Three Shillings. 
No One Perſon however, (tho' ſeveral offered) 
agreed ſo to take them: but in a few Weeks, 
ſeveral of the leſſer Farmers came, and deſired 
to accept theirs at Three Shilings: — I conſent- 
ed — and continued, (but by no Bargain or 
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Agreement either written or unwritten that 1 


remember, or recollect) to pay the Poor-Rate, 


as I uſually had done when 1 —— the 
whole myſelf. 


Here the Agreement deve the leſſer 


Farmers and 2 Was — * read in 


Court. 
This Year, after "ag had reapt the greateſt 


Part of their Wheat, hearing how Prices were 
likely to continue, the very Day I think before 
they carried, and I had provided my Harveſt- 


Men, and Tything-Men— two of the principal 


monopolizing Farmers of my | Pariſh, Richard 
Beaumont the younger, and John Lucas the 
elder, came and begged that I would be pleaſed 


to let them have their Corn-Tythes for three 
Harveſts, (the preſent, and two ſucceeding ones, ) 


as other leſſer Farmers had, the Fun 
Year. 


agreed to their olicitainis,” | notwithſtanding F 


the preparations I had made— 
Here Mr. Richard Beaumont's Agreement, 


in his own os 4 was produced, and 


read 


Er. 

read to the Bench — who were alſo informed, 
that the reaſon, why there was only a verbal 
one of Lucass, was, — He came very late in 
the Evening, when the Family were juſt going 
to Supper —- and, becauſe the ReQor had 
always:a remarkable good Opinion of his Ho- 
neſty, Fidelity, and Friendſhip, — He judg'd it 
to be altogether immaterial between Friends: 
In confidence of which Friendſhip, he more- 
over, the next Day, deſired Mr. Lucas to take 
one of his Men ( George Allen) for the Har- 
veſt, which Mr. Lucas was kind enough to 
comply with and, kind enough He was, 
very ſoon after they had agreed, to make 
himſelf * a Poor-Rate, in Camera obſcura —[ a 
dark corner of his own Houſe ] — which He 

had no buſineſs to have done, unaſked, and 

undeſired, of the Overſeer — wherein He was 

pleaſed to charge me ( nolens volens ) whether 
I would, or no — (according to his beſt Skill in 
Arithmetic ) at luch : an enormous Portion as. 


would 


5 Mr. Lucas has ſince confeſſed, and honeſtly declared in full 
Veſtry ( 13th of October) the Names of two others concerned with 


would make every . and modeſt Man 


(I ſhould think) bluſh, to hear mentioned 
and directed the Overſeer to take it with him 


to Huntingdon, to be ſigned; where he, (poor 
fellow) was to ſwear He made it, or cauſed it 


to be made —and that it was an equitable 
One when he neither did make it, direct- 


ed it to be made, nor was FORO of the. 


Contents of it. 
He did yet peep into it, 1 ſaid) perhaps, 
after Mr. Lucas had apprized him of it — and 
ſeeing ſo extraordinary a charge upon me 
hearing I had let my Corn-T vhes, and ſuppo- 
ſing the Hirers ſhould be rather charged — he 
brought it to me, and acquainted | me of the 
WoxpER. 
I told him, he might een travel with the 
Rate, at Mr. Lucas's requeſt, to Huntingdon — 
but believed he would return without any 
Hand to it: — the Event was ſo; the Juſtices 
could not ſign it, becauſe He could not 
ſwear he made it, cauſed it to be made, 
or that it was equitable. 1 
e 1 Since 


in 9) 
Since which, the Overſeer called a Veſtry, 


Hy . I expoſtulated familiarly with my very 
good Friend, who had ſo ſecretly attempted to 
impoſe upon 'me what, I was neither willing, 
nor thought at all reaſonable ſhould be laid 
upon -my Shoulders — nor will any One I 
think, blame me, or condemn me for conſider- 
ing as All ſhould — Quid valeant Humeri, — 
quid ferre recuſent 7 what they will, or will 
not bear. | — 

One then preſent, (Mr. Huſke I think it 
was) ſaid — it mattered very little to Him, whoſe 
Shoulder bore the Burden — but he thought 
1t ſhould ride ſomewhere — or Words to that 
Effet :— The Overſeer however determined, 
and made his Rate, wherein he charged the 
Hirers for their Corn-Tythes inſtead of me— 
carried it to Huntingdon, got it ſigned by 
Lord Ludlow, Dr. Walton, Mr. Reynolds— 
and the next Sunday, publiſhed it in the 
Church — calling at the ſame Time another 
Veſtry, wherein I further obſerved not to 
Lucas, Huſke, or Beaumont — for they were 
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neither of them there — but to feven or 


eight more reaſonable Perſons, that if they 


were - ſatisfied, if they would be ſatisfied, 
with my paying as I uſually had done, I was 
ſtill willing — or would pay a Tenth Part 


of the whole Rate for my Tythes, where 


the Pariſh paid Nine — and the Overſeer 


might yet make a freſh Rate accordingly. 


They all faw, and acknowledged the Juſtice, 
the Equity, the Reaſonableneſs of This Propoſal a 


every Man agreed to it —and eer the Rate 
was. made, and brought to them, each Perſon 
ſigned it before it was preſented to the Magiſtrates, 


Lord Sandwich and Dr. Walton, who approved 


thereof was given the next Sunday, regularly 
in the Church, by the Overſeer, —who in a 


it, ſigned it, and ſealed it: after which, notice 


few Days travelled the Pariſh to collect it 


of the ſeveral Perſons charged in it, and 


received I believe, his Demand of moſt of 


them except the three Appellants, — Lucas, 


Huſke, and Beaumont — whom he yet | fum- 


moned, and they appeared — and are now im 


Court 
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( 
Eourt appealling to this very Rate, aiming 
particularly at me in it, who am endeavouring, 
and have been ſo, to ſhew your Worſhips 2 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in me. 
Should the Arguments however pro Re nata, 
on their Part, by Trebonius juſt produced, or 
what may may be produced by — | 
Strenuus et fortis, Caufiſque Philippis avoids | 
Clarus — [or any other modern Philip]! — 
be what I am not aware of, what I don't think 
of — ſhould the flame of them be ſo hot, ſo 
fierce, fo raging — that not all the Water of 
the Bucket of Reaſon may extinguiſh, — ſhould 
the weight of the Scale of their Law preponde- 
Tate, —ſhould it be ſo heavy as, like Siſyphus's 
Stone, to be continually rolling upon me — if I 
may by no reaſonable oppoſition ſtop it, or 
withſtand the force of it, — if your Worſhips 
think fo, if you ſee it, and are fatisfied of it — 
ctiamſi ſavores ſint ampliandi, et Odia reſtringenda 
[ though Mercy and Truth meet together, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other ] — 
 parum ef, quin vincar — | 'tis odds but I am 
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vanquiſhed] — parum quin lædar — [ odds but 
I'm a Sufferer ] — parum quin e Curia redeam 
mancus Anas. | odds but I waddle out of Court 
a lame Duck]. . | 75 

I am prepared however, for either Event — 
Side cito veniat. Mors, aut Victoria lzta — 


come Life, come Death] — ſummum Jus eft 


Spirit giveth Life] — I ſtand, or fall patiently by 
Argument, by Equity, by Reaſon — All which 
I am in full expectation of, nor ſhall - fail I 
truſt, to meet with, at this Tribunal. 
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fumma Injuria — || the Letter killeth, but the 


Copy of the Subpœna. 


To the Rev. Charles Dickens, Doctor of Laws. 


Y VIRTUE of a Writ of Subpena to 
you and others directed and herewith Shewn 


unto You, YOU are required Perſonally to be 
and Appear at the next General Quarter Seſſions 


of the Peace to be holden at the 'Town of Hun- 


tingdon in and for the County of Huntingdon 
on Tueſday the ſixth day of October next to 


teſtify the Truth according to your knowledge 


in a certain Appeal now depending between 
John Robert Throckmorton Huſke Eſq; Ap- 


pellant and the Churchwardens and Overſeers 


of the Poor of the Pariſh of Hemingford Ab- 
bots in the ſaid County concerning a rate or 


aſſeſſment made for the relief of the Poor of 


the faid Pariſh of Hemingford Abbots On the 
part of the Appellant : : And herein you are 


not to fail on pain of 'Ten Pounds DATED ; 


the 2gth day of September in the Year of our 


Lord 1772.  Monchever 
Overall 
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